                       The Characters of Romeo and Juliet.
Verona is home two very rich and influential families, The first Is the family is the Montague’s and the second is the Capulet’s, however the two families do not get along, they have argued and fought each other for so long that neither family really knows where this hatred began, the play describes it as an “ancient grudge”.

   Romeo comes from the Montague Family, he is about 15 years old and is the only child of the Montague’s, He is a very well known and popular figure through out Verona.

   At the start of the play Romeo seems to be troubled and unhappy because of his relationship with Rosaline, Although Romeo is always loyal and romantic towards her, Rosaline does not return his love and affection as much as he would like, this is the reason of Romeo’s sadness.
    Mercutio and Benvolio are two of Romeo’s best friends, they persuade him to arrive at the Capulet’s party uninvited. At the party Romeo meets Juliet for the first time, his character changes almost immediately, he becomes much more vibrant and full of energy, Romeo is so overwhelmed with happiness that all of his worries seem to have disappeared.
  Romeo’s mood is continuously changing throughout the play, he changes from being depressed and vulnerable to exceedingly happy very quickly which makes his behaviour somewhat unpredictable at times. 
   After Romeo has met Juliet he is willing to do anything to be with his new love, he doesn’t even think about the consequences of his actions.
   Romeos love for Juliet becomes so strong that his emotions often takes over which makes him act decisively without any hesitation, he constantly jumps straight in front of danger without thinking, This causes him to do things that he never intended to do.
    The worst thing that Romeo done in the play was when he killed Juliet’s cousin Tybalt. 

Tybalt killed one of Romeo’s best friends Mercutio when he jumped to Romeos defence in an angry swordfight, once Romeo saw that his friend Mercutio was dead he became overwhelmed with rage and he instantly attacked and killed Tybalt, although he knew that what he was doing was wrong, his emotions took over and made him act irrationally, in this case very aggressive too, he never really wanted Tybalt to be dead but this was another price he ended up having to pay for his irrational behaviour.
   Although Romeo makes many mistakes in the play his character does make a few positive changes, for instance Romeo was slowly losing his hatred for the Capulet’s as he became more in love with Juliet. This was a great achievement for any Montague.

Juliet comes from the Capulet family and is set to marry a charming rich friend to the family Paris in the near future.   Like Romeo, Juliet is also the only child in her family, she is around 13 years old, although Juliet is only young she is perhaps more mature than Romeo. 
   At the beginning of the play Juliet is still very much a child and is often dependant on her family she often gets forced into doing things that she does not want by her rich and powerful parents.  However when Juliet meets Romeo at the Capulet party she is stunned by the sudden power of her love for him and she quickly develops into a much more determined and self thinking character. 

Meeting Romeo is almost like jump starting Juliet’s life with love and happiness.

    Although Juliet falls madly in love she is able to cope with things much better than Romeo by controlling her emotions and be dealing with things in a much more mature manner.
   In the play Juliet had to break away from her family which she was so close to, this may have made her love and loyalty to Romeo even greater as she slowly became an outcast to her family and friends and became closer to Romeo, their love grew stronger for each other very quickly until neither of them felt that they could live without each other any more.

   Juliet felt that Romeo was all that mattered to her and she was willing to abandon her family, friends and her rich loyal future husband Paris for him. She was willing to do anything it possibly took to stay with him for the rest of her life, this became truly clear as she eventually takes her own life to be with Romeo.

